
SAFRG is excited to an-

nounce the dates for the 

2009 20th South Asia Interna-

tional Fundraising Workshop. 

The Annual Workshop is 

held to impart critical skills to 

CSOs so that they can effec-

tively strategize their fund-

raising and communications 

to access the huge potential 

that exists.  The strong 

speaker line-up will feature 

over 30 of the world's leading 

fundraising experts, including 

internationally recognized 

fundraisers; funding agency 

representatives; and South 

Asian NGO leaders. We 

have confirmed Tony 

Elischer, Tony Myers, & 

Finlay Craig to return for 

their popular sessions as re-

quested by past participants! 

The 20th SAFRW will be a 

mix of case studies & presen-

tations covering a variety of 

topics, including:  

 

¶ Fundraising concepts & 

techniques, with an em-

phasis on application 

¶ Practical sessions looking on 

raising support from individu-

als 

¶ Sessions on building mutu-

ally rewarding relation-

ships with individuals & the 

corporate sector  

¶ Toolkits on securing grants 

from philanthropic founda-

tions 

¶ Features: Funders Forum, 

Success Stories: Panel Dis-

cussion, Master Classes  

SAFRG Chair Maj. Gen. Surat 

Singh Sandhu was recently 

awarded a Karamveer Pu-

raskar, the national award for 

social justice and citizen ac-

tion. The awards were pre-

sented at Rajghat, in Delhi, on 

November 26. Karamveer 

Puraskar has been instituted 

by Indian Confederation of 

NGOs ( iCONGO), an or-

ganization made up of repre-

sentatives from civil society 

working for social justice 

through a citizen action 

movement in India. 

Speaking on the occasion, 

Jeroninio Almeida, founder 

and  ch ie f  vo lun teer , 

iCONGO, said, "In a country 

of almost 1.2 billion Indians, 

we have many awards for 

movie stars and other achiev-

ers but we are yet to recog-

nize the real-life unsung he-

roes who believe that it is 

better to light a candle than 

curse the darkness by leading 

a change." He further added, 

"Karmaveer Puraskaar is 

given to change dreamers and 

doers who practice philan-

thropy for social justice." 

The award is to recognize 

individuals who have been 

pivotal in leading a change 

beyond their business by be-

ing committed at individual 

levels to work on social is-

sues. The awards are given to 

individuals for their contribu-

tion to social justice and citi-

zen action; they are chosen 

from various sectors. 

Gen. Sandhu graciously ac-

cepted the award, recognizing 

it as not just a personal 

achievement, but as a vote of 

support for the work of 

SAFRG to build up organiza-

tions across South Asia to 

improve their abilities to 

work in social justice. 

20th SAFRW Announced! 

August 8-11, 2009 Hotel Clarks Amer, Jaipur  
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Participants at  

December Master Class 

February: Creating a Fundraising Strategy 

Where does the money go? 

Master Class Review 

December:   

 

Is your communication raising funds 

for you? AIFõs Communications Director, 

Nidhi Raj Kapoor, led this Master Class fo-

cusing on how we should take a fresh look 

at our communication and make it more 

effective, and to put it to work raising funds 

for us. This workshop demystified non-profit 

communications, breaking it down into sim-

ple, do-able steps that will make it possible 

for even those with the most modest re-

sources to create materials and 

January:   

 

Diaspora Fundraising:  This class shed 

light on the South Asian Diaspora, a popula-

tion that has grown to more than 25 mil-

lion! Led by Amita Puri, we learned how to 

access this dynamic group of people to 

raise funds for our organization and build 

our profile abroad.  Working with the dias-

pora is about more than money so 

SAFRGõs chair, Gen. Surat Sandhu, showed 

us how we can build partnership in the di-

aspora to increase the impact of our work.  

SAFRG is beginning a research project to find out more about fund-

raising in India, but we need your help! 

Please send answers to the following questions to ceo@safrg.org  

1. What do you want to know about donors in India? 

2. How many different donors do you have? 

3. Do you have a trained fundraiser on staff?  

integral part of organiza-

tional strategy and vice 

versa. Many participants 

were surprised that they 

never answered these sim-

ple questions before.  

 

Gen. Surat Sandhu helped 

participants rediscover 

their own vision & mission 

statement. Participants also 

realized how important it is 

to have a powerful ôcase for 

supportõ ready to augment 

fundraising.  

 

òIt helped me to frame Vision, 

Mission & Goals; now I am 

confident for fundraising.ó 

P. Padmanabhan,  

McLevy Institute of Development 

Services, Chennai 

February: Oxfam India's 

Director of Marketing & 

Communications, Kunal 

Verma led this Master Class  

and guided participants how 

to go about creating a fund-

raising strategy, right from 

planning through execution, 

monitoring and fine tuning.  

It made the point clear how 

fundraising strategy is an 

F u n d r a i s i n g  S u c c e s s 



Building Capacity in Sri Lanka, CARM holds its 3rd Annual Workshop 
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Our partner in the South 

Asia Fundraising Alliance 

(SAFA), CARM has done fan-

tastic work over the years to 

bring fundraising capacity 

building opportunities to the 

organizations of Sri Lanka.  

In partnership, we have 

been able to share crucial 

resources, including speak-

ers and materials, to give Sri 

Lanka more opportunities to 

enhance the social sector. 

Participants reported that 

the workshop was a success, 

ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ 3!&2'ȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ 

people were present as 

speakers, and all were im-

ÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÔ #!2-ȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁȤ

tion of the event!  We look 

forward to bringing you 

news of other regional suc-

cesses like this one in the 

near future. 

 

 

Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË 3!&2' ÆÏÒ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ 

me be a part of this burgeoning 

effort to build fundraising capacity 

building in a place like Sri Lanka. 

So many good organizations exist 

there and they need such work-

shops and activities.  The tremen-

dous work of CARM and SAFRG to 

make this happen is commendable, 

) ÁÍ ÇÌÁÄ ) ×ÁÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÉÔȢȱ 

Kunal Verma, Featured Speaker 

Director Marketing and Communi-

cations, Oxfam India Trust 

about solutions, innovations 

and stronger connections. Get 

jazzed about your future, your 

cause's future and the future 

of fundraising and philan-

thropy.  

More than 4,500 fundraisers 

from around the world are 

expected to come marching in 

to New Orleans for the AFP 

International Conference on 

Fundraising in the March of 

'09.You'll want to be in that 

number so that you too can 

participate in a conference 

Interactions with our fund-

raising colleagues abroad 

have resulted in many of our 

latest innovations at SAFRG, 

and we are happy to not only 

build capacity domestically 

but to build up our relation-

ships at the international level 

for the benefit of South Asian 

NGOs. 

3!&2'ȭÓ #ÈÁÉÒȟ 'ÅÎȢ 3ÕÒÁÔ 

Sandhu, was lucky enough to 

attend conference on Major 

Gift Fundraising held recently 

in the United Kingdom.  As 

Major Gift Fundraising is not 

widely done in India, Gen. 

Sandhu was able to get some 

of the latest information and 

tools to bring back to India.  

Major Gift Conference with  
Institute of Fundraising 

46th AFP International Conference on 

Fundraising in US 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

Ȱ!Ó ÁÎ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ 
focused on promoting 
resource mobilization in 
Sri Lanka, Center for 
Advancement of Resource 
Mobilisation (CARM) is 
excited to partner with 
SAFRG and be a part of a 
regional alliance 
dedicated to promote 
ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇȢ 3!&2'ȭÓ 
support has helped us 
tremendously in our 
efforts to strengthen the 
local fundraising capacity 
ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ 3ÒÉ ,ÁÎËÁȢȱ 
 
T.  Someswaran 
Director, CARM 

Tata Education and Development Trust, has decided to 

donate a whooping $50 million to the prestigious Cor-

nell University in New York. Ratan Tata is an alumnus 

of the university. The goal of the new agriculture initia-

tive is to improve the productivity, sustainability and 

profitability of India's food system, with the aim of 

reducing poverty and malnutrition. $25 million of the 

endowment would be used for the Tata Scholarship 

Fund for Students from India, supporting up to 25 Tata 

scholars at Cornell at any one time. 

Rattan Tata Donates $50m 
(Rs 240 Crore): 



As our programs grow in both reach and success, so 

must our team grow!  If you are interested in our work 

and would like to learn more about joining our team, be 

in touch with Pallavi Kumar, CEO via email 

ceo@safrg.org  

We are also looking for interns from both India and 

abroad who want to expand their understanding of 

NGOs in India and work with a sector-strengthening 

initiative like SAFRG.  Please send resumes and covering 

letters to ceo@safrg.org  

SAFRG IS GROWING!  

There are over one million NGOs in India alone. Not 

more than a small fraction of 1% have a fundraiser. 

Most, if not all, NGOs are generally dependent on 

foreign funding and government funding. Only some 

raise funds locally. NGOs have pursued agendas of 

others and became dependent and could not develop 

their own visions and goals. This also led to compla-

cency towards fundraising which needs involving the 

community in resource mobilisation to tap the enor-

mous potential that exists.  

 

Our Vision:  

A Civil Society Sector that is  

Independent and Sustainable  

 

Our Mission:  

To provide state of the art  

resource mobilisation capacity building  

for fundraisers and civil society organisations.  

 

 

South Asian Fund Raising Group 

Building Fundraising Capacity since 1989 

D-7 / 7346, Vasant Kunj 

New Delhi - 110070 

Ph: +91-11-26132024   

Fax: +91-11-26132086 

E-mail: programs@safrg.org   

 

Participants in Creating a Fundraising Strategy Master Class 
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